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Updates as of March 11, 2025 

 

Overview 

Cyclone Alfred, the seventh named storm in the Australian cyclone season, impacted southeast 

Queensland and New South Wales North Coast, especially the densely populated area of Brisbane, with 

a high potential to cause significant damage due to high winds, flooding, and storm surge. Alfred made 

landfall near Brisbane at around 23:30 AEST (13:30 UTC) on 7 March later than the previous landfall 

predictions. Economic and insured loss impacts are expected to reach at least into the hundreds of 

millions AUD. 

Meteorological Recap  

On February 20, a tropical low was identified by the 

Australian Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) in the Coral 

Sea. Two days later, the Joint Typhoon Warning 

Center (JTWC) classified this system as a tropical 

storm based on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind 

Scale (SSHWS). On the same day, BoM upgraded the 

system to a Category 1 storm according to the 

Australian Tropical Cyclone Intensity Scale (ATCIS) 

and named it Alfred. By February 28, the storm 

reached its peak intensity (Category 4 status on both 

intensity scales) while moving south. After turning 

sharply west towards the eastern Australia coast on 

March 3, watches and warnings were issued for New 

South Wales and southeast Queensland, including 

the area of Brisbane, which was last issued a cyclone 

watch in 2019.  

As of March 6, Alfred’s approach to Brisbane has 

slowed down, delaying its landfall. The storm was 

initially expected to generate severe wind gusts and 

cumulative rainfall of more than 300 mm (11.8 

inches), with locally higher amounts.  

While not unprecedented, the storm’s impact was 

highly anticipated due to the rare nature of the storm 

and the concentration of exposure affected. Alfred 

was the first storm to cross the coastline in the 

southeastern Queensland since 1974. 

Parts of Brisbane received over 490 mm (19.3 in) of 

rain during the event. The highest weekly total was 

1,329 mm at Springbrook Road, QLD. 

 

7-day rainfall accumulation (Mar 4-10) 

Source: BoM 
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Historical Comparison  

Four major historical events were comparable to Cyclone Alfred from meteorological standpoint and 

disaster impacts in southeast Queensland and northeast New South Wales: 

- The Great Gold Coast Cyclone (February 1954) – made landfall in the town of Coolangatta; 

significant flooding and wind damage, although the area was much less populated at this time 

- Cyclone Dinah (Jan/Feb 1967) – made landfall on K’gari (formerly Fraser) Island; much of the 

damage was due to significant storm surge and strong winds  

- Cyclone Wanda (January 1974) – although a very weak/ex-tropical cyclone, this storm produced 

historic rainfall, becoming one of the worst floods in recorded history for southeast Queensland and 

northeast New South Wales 

- Cyclone Zoe (March 1974) – followed just after Wanda, made landfall in the town of Coolangatta; 

resulted in more major flooding. Zoe was the last cyclone to make landfall near Brisbane 

Location (State) 
Maximum Daily Total 

(mm/in) 
 

 
Location (State) 

7-day Rainfall Total, 

Mar 5-11 (mm/in) 

Nimbin, NSW 485.0 / 19.1   Lower Springbrook, QLD 1,329.0 / 52.3 

Nambour Daff, QLD 365.0 / 14.4   Lower Springbrook, QLD 1,038.8 / 40.1 

Brisbane Road, QLD 334.0 / 13.1   Meldrum, NSW 742.0 / 29.2 

Carole Park, QLD 331.0 / 13.0   Lowanna, NSW 740.0 / 29.1  

Karalee, QLD 295.8 / 11.6    Binna Burra, QLD 730.0 / 28.7 
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Event Details  

Storm Alfred caused significant damage and disruption in Queensland and New South Wales. Over 

20,300 properties faced storm surge risk, with more than 450,000 properties losing power in 

Queensland - the largest disaster-related outage in the state's history. There was at least one death, 

dozens injured, and several people missing. The Gold Coast experienced substantial coastal erosion and 

high exposure areas were severely affected. By March 9, Queensland's State Emergency Service (SES) 

received over 3,670 emergency calls - the highest number in 24 hours for Queensland SES. Meanwhile, 

New South Wales SES responded to nearly 12,800 calls and conducted at least 85 water rescues since 

Alfred began. 

Flooding damage from Cyclone Alfred in QLD (left) and NSW (right) 

Source: Queensland FD (left), New South Wales SES (right) 
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Financial Loss  

Cyclone Alfred was declared an insurance catastrophe by the Insurance Council of Australia (ICA) on 

March 9. The ICA reported over 22,000 claims as of March 11, with the majority of claims originating 

from Queensland. Although it is too early to determine the eventual financial impact and its implications 

on the local re/insurance market, the preliminary numbers show a significant burden on the insurance 

sector. However, economic and insured loss impacts are expected to reach at least into the hundreds of 

millions AUD. 

 

Claims from Alfred as of March 11 (Source: Insurance Council of Australia)  

State Home Motor Commercial Total 

New South Wales 1,546 113 76 1,735 

Queensland 18,914 1,069 682 20,665 

Total 20,460 1,182 758 22,400 
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Source Information 
 

 

Bureau of Meteorology of Australia (BoM) 

Joint Typhoon Warning Center (JTWC) 

Insurance Council of Australia (ICA) 

New South Wales State Emergency Services (SES) 

Queensland Fire Department (FD) 
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Contacts 
 

Michal Lörinc 

Head of Catastrophe Insight 

michal.lorinc@aon.com 

Ondřej Hotový 

Catastrophe Analyst 

ondrej.hotovy@aon.com 

Antonio Elizondo 

Senior Scientist 

antonio.elizondo@aon.com 

Tomáš Čejka 

Catastrophe Analyst 

tomas.cejka@aon.com 
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About Aon 
 

 

Aon plc (NYSE: AON) exists to shape decisions for the better — to protect and enrich the lives of people 

around the world. Our colleagues provide our clients in over 120 countries with advice and solutions that 

give them the clarity and confidence to make better decisions to protect and grow their business. Follow 

Aon on Twitter and LinkedIn.  

Stay up-to-date by visiting the Aon Newsroom and sign up for News Alerts here. 

© Aon plc 2025. All rights reserved. 

The information contained herein and the statements expressed are of a general nature and are not 

intended to address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Although we endeavor to 

provide accurate and timely information and use sources we consider reliable, there can be no 

guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will continue to be 

accurate in the future. No one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice 

after a thorough examination of the particular situation. 

Copyright © by Impact Forecasting® 

No claim to original government works. The text and graphics of this publication are provided for 

informational purposes only.  

While Impact Forecasting® has tried to provide accurate and timely information, inadvertent technical 

inaccuracies and typographical errors may exist, and Impact Forecasting® does not warrant that the 

information is accurate, complete or current. The data presented at this site is intended to convey only 

general information on current natural perils and must not be used to make  

life-or-death decisions or decisions relating to the protection of property, as the data may not be 

accurate. Please listen to official information sources for current storm information. This data has no 

official status and should not be used for emergency response decision-making under any 

circumstances. 

Cat Alerts use publicly available data from the internet and other sources. Impact Forecasting® 

summarizes this publicly available information for the convenience of those individuals who have 

contacted Impact Forecasting® and expressed an interest in natural catastrophes of various types. To 

find out more about Impact Forecasting or to sign up for the Cat Reports, visit Impact Forecasting’s 

webpage at impactforecasting.com. 

Copyright © by Aon plc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced, stored in a 

retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording or otherwise. Impact Forecasting® is a wholly owned subsidiary of Aon plc. 
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