
  

  

Current Watches and Warnings 

A Tropical Storm Warning is in effect for the coast of South Carolina from Edisto Beach to South Santee 

River 

Current Details from the National Hurricane Center (NHC) 

COORDINATES: 32.7° north, 79.4° west 

LOCATION: 30 miles (50 kilometers) south-southeast of Charleston, South Carolina 

MOVEMENT: northwest at 9 mph (15 kph) 

WINDS: 45 mph (75 kph) with gusts to 60 mph (95 kph) 

RADIUS OF TROPICAL STORM-FORCE WINDS: 25 miles (35 kilometers) 

MINIMUM CENTRAL PRESSURE: 1009 millibars 

SAFFIR-SIMPSON SCALE RANKING*: Tropical Storm  

 

FORECAST LANDFALL LOCATION: near Charleston, South Carolina 

FORECAST LANDFALL TIMEFRAME: Wednesday late morning local time 

Latest Satellite Picture  

Source: NOAA & Colorado State University (RAMMB)  
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Discussion 

Tropical Storm Bertha, located approximately 30 miles (50 kilometers) south-southeast of Charleston, 

South Carolina, is currently tracking northwest at 9 mph (15 kph). A cluster of thunderstorms and heavy 

rainfall that the National Hurricane Center (NHC) had yesterday (Tuesday) declared was not expected to 

develop into a tropical system has rapidly organized in the past few hours. Radar and satellite images 

show that the circulation has become substantially better organized than expected and a new center has 

developed just offshore of the South Carolina coastline. Recent Doppler radar data from Charleston and a 

nearby offshore buoy indicates that the system is currently producing tropical storm-force wind gusts. 

Thus, the NHC has begun initiating advisories on Tropical Storm Bertha, the second named storm of the 

2020 Atlantic Hurricane Season.  

Bertha will be moving inland near Charleston, South Carolina within the next few hours, and there is little 

(if any) additional strengthening expected. Once inland, the storm should rapidly weaken and be fully 

dissipated over North Carolina by Thursday. 

The best guess motion of Bertha is towards the northwest, and this general motion should continue as it 

wraps around the western edge of a ridge of high pressure located in the western Atlantic Ocean. The 

forecast model guidance is in good agreement – with both the GFS (U.S.) and ECMWF (European) 

ensemble output showing the same scenario – and the NHC has followed suit. 

2020 becomes the third year in the satellite era (1965-present) in which two named storms developed in 

the Atlantic Ocean prior to June 1. The other two years were 2012 (Alberto, Beryl) and 2016 (Alex, 

Bonnie). 

Key Messages from the National Hurricane Center 

1. Bertha is expected to produce heavy rainfall across portions of eastern and central South Carolina, 

west-central to far southeastern North Carolina, and southwest Virginia. This rainfall may produce life-

threatening flash flooding. 

2. Bertha is expected to bring tropical storm winds to portions of the South Carolina coast within the 

warning area in the next few hours. 

Additional Information 

RAINFALL:  Bertha is expected to produce total rain accumulation of 2 to 4 inches with isolated totals of 8 

inches across eastern and central South Carolina into west central to far southeastern North Carolina and 

southwest Virginia. This rainfall may produce life-threatening flash flooding. 

WIND:  Tropical storm conditions are expected to reach the coast within the warning area in the next 

couple of hours. 
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National Hurricane Center (NHC) Forecast 
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Most Likely Arrival Time of Tropical Storm-Force Winds 
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National Hurricane Center: Wind Speed Probabilities 

Tropical Storm-Force Wind Probabilities (≥40 mph (65 kph)) 

  



  

Cat Alert: Tropical Storm Bertha 6 

Weather Prediction Center: Rainfall Potential  
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Additional Information and Update Schedule 

Wind intensity forecasts and forecast track information can be found via the National Hurricane Center at 

www.nhc.noaa.gov 

 

NEXT CAT ALERT: Since landfall is imminent, this will be the final Cat Alert on Tropical Storm Bertha. 

Full details can be found in this week’s Weekly Cat Report.  
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*Tropical Cyclone Intensity Classifications for Global Basins 
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About Aon 

Aon plc (NYSE:AON) is a leading global professional services firm providing a broad range of risk, 

retirement and health solutions. Our 50,000 colleagues in 120 countries empower results for clients by 

using proprietary data and analytics to deliver insights that reduce volatility and improve performance. 

© Aon plc 2020. All rights reserved. 

The information contained herein and the statements expressed are of a general nature and are not intended to address the 

circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Although we endeavor to provide accurate and timely information and use 

sources we consider reliable, there can be no guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will 

continue to be accurate in the future. No one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice after a 

thorough examination of the particular situation. 

Copyright © by Impact Forecasting® 

No claim to original government works. The text and graphics of this publication are provided for informational purposes only.  

While Impact Forecasting® has tried to provide accurate and timely information, inadvertent technical inaccuracies and typographical 

errors may exist, and Impact Forecasting® does not warrant that the information is accurate, complete or current. The data 

presented at this site is intended to convey only general information on current natural perils and must not be used to make  

life-or-death decisions or decisions relating to the protection of property, as the data may not be accurate. Please listen to official 

information sources for current storm information. This data has no official status and should not be used for emergency response 

decision-making under any circumstances. 

Cat Alerts use publicly available data from the internet and other sources. Impact Forecasting® summarizes this publicly available 

information for the convenience of those individuals who have contacted Impact Forecasting® and expressed an interest in natural 

catastrophes of various types. To find out more about Impact Forecasting or to sign up for the Cat Reports, visit Impact 

Forecasting’s webpage at impactforecasting.com. 

Copyright © by Aon plc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted 

in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise. Impact Forecasting® is a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Aon plc. 

 

 


